
     Stearns Wagner Creek Cemetery News 

Thank you, Medford Key Bank.  The members of the Wagner Creek Cemetery Association received some 

much needed and appreciated help in 2019 from Medford Key Bank employees.  Eight employees chose to 

serve our community by cutting the spring growth of weeds to a managable size prior to the annual clean up 

day.  Without their help the task would have been difficult to complete by Memorial Day.  Age and declining 

health has limited many of the faithful members who have helped maintain the cemetery in the past.  One of 

the purposes of this letter is to share the need to encourage our younger family members to participate in 

maintaining the cemetery and to promote other local businesses to follow Key Bank’s example of volunteer 

community service in preserving the rich heritage of our Historic Cemetery.    

 

Board Members Needed  WCCA President, Gerald Reichstein, announced that 2019 will be his last year 

serving on the board of directors.  Jan Reichstein, also, announce that this will be her last year to serve as 

Secretary for the Association.  It is the sincere hope of the board of directors that other members of the 

Association will consider filling vacancies next year.  The board meets approximately every three months to 

discuss the needs of the cemetery and to make decisions about its up keep.  If you have considered serving on 

the board, qualifications and duties for the various positions can be found on our web page. 

 

Weed Control is more than a once a year event.  The board voted last year to use some of the annual dues to 

hire Edenscapes several times during the year to perform weed eating.  However, there is still the need to run 

the mower between the rows during the spring and summer to keep our 3 acres from becoming a nightmare 

of starthistle and cockaburrs.  Vice President, Patrick Reichstein and Duke Carson have volunteereed many 

hours helping in this way.  Please contact Sexton, Lunette, if you can volunteer a few hours, from time to time, 

to participate in mowing or weed eating during the year.   541-535-3902 

 

    
 

Transitioning into the 21st Century – The board would like to start using the convenience of computer 

technology to communicate with members via email.  We will be collecting email addresses in order to send 

out letters like this, reminders of the annual meeting and periodic calls for help.  If you haven’t already given 

us your email please do so by sending it to Lunette at bramblecreek@gmail.com  Using email will reduce 

postage costs, printing costs, and the laborious task of a postal mailing.  We will still send out an annual letter 

to those who do not wish to be contacted by email.   



      

The thing that makes the Stearns Wagner Creek Cemetery so unique is also what makes it so difficult to 

maintain. The fact that each family decides how to decorate their family graves has produced a variety of 

decorations that are difficult to mow around, including: rock and wire fencing, collections of loose rocks and 

ornaments, bushes and trees, and benches.  These sorts of decorations often require pulling weeds by hand.  

Allowing this type of freedom implies that family members will be responsible for removing the weeds around 

objects that present a problem to mowing.  If your family plot is difficult to weed and you can’t visit it 

periodically to maintain it, then please consider clearing hinderances so those who volunteer to mow can do 

so without danger to themselves or their equipment.  This year 

during the annual clean up one set of sisters replaced the old 

weed barrier on their mother’s plot with a new barrier and 

mulch.  The result is a beautiful weed free grave decorated to 

honor their mother.  Another member traveled with her children 

and grand children for 5 hours to clear their family plots and help 

clear neighboring plots.  This is the sort of commitment we hope 

other members of the association adopt by realizing they share in 

a historic tradition of honoring and remembering those who have 

past on before us by caring for their burial plots.  That is what being part of a Historic Cemetery is all about.  

 

Memorial Day 2019 – For years flags have been placed on the graves of 

known US veterans who are buried in SWCC.  Every year board members 

take the time to find  more than 90 graves of those who served in the US 

armed forces and place a US flag by their headstone.  This is one way local 

cemetery members can participate in honoring our dead on Memorial Day 

and Veteran’s Day.  If you would like to help with this tradition be sure to 

let the Board of Directors know either by email or phone.  The Sexton’s # is 

541-535-3902 

 

 

Special Thanks to Sabrina Carey who has served as WCCA Treasurer for the past 8 years and to Marianne 

Gerst who has served as a Director on the Board for the past 4 years. 

 

Newly elected Board Members are Lunette Fleming as Treasurer, Cindy Buckalew as Director 1, Justin Fleming 

as Director 2, and Heidi Carson as Director 3.   

 

For minutes of the annual meeting, contact information, rules of the cemetery and more pictures visit the 

cemetery website at: 

www.stearnscemetery.org 
 


